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The foundation of every community is the education of its youth. 



  

 

 

         

        

 

The Santa Fe Texas Education Foundation, Inc. is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) philanthropic 

organization chartered in 2010 to support excellence at Santa Fe ISD. 

 

The Foundation directs support toward the following goals: 

Encourage all students to work to their highest potential 

Fund innovative, effective programs which offer our   

    students a creative and diverse educational experience 

Support staff for innovative efforts 

Enhance and extend educational services offered by SFISD 

Build community awareness for the Santa Fe Texas    

    Education Foundation 

 

To date, the Santa Fe Texas Education Foundation has awarded  

over $181,000 in grants to SFISD classrooms. 

Our Mission 
 

Uniting the Santa Fe community in  

support of quality public education 

Spring 2013 Grant Recipients with Education 

Foundation Board Members 



  

 

 

         

        

 

Project Title Submitted by Impact 

Flipped Classrooms 

Sponsored by 

 

N/A Science lab equipment and iPads are being used by students 

in “flipped” classrooms (video lectures for homework, then 

advanced practice in the classroom). 

Curriculum Team  

Ipad Minis 

Darbi Harris The curriculum team has increased collaboration, documen-

tation and professional development with teachers and staff. 

Teachers of the Year  N/A As teachers of the year, Elizabeth Edge, Kimberly Ko-

vacevich, and Cynthia Masseo received STXEF funds for 

classroom materials and/or professional development. 

Math Leadership  

Cadre Professional 

Learning 

Pat Rossman Math educators received Solving for Why and attended  

professional development workshops to learn techniques to 

help students who struggle in math. 

Tribal Custom  

Ribbons 

Rebecca Ringer 

Misti Briles 

The printer is used by STRIVE students who  

design, create, and sell the ribbons at the SFISD print shop. 

Teacher Leader  

Academy 

Pat Rossman 

Tia Timm 

Several sessions have taken place in the 2013-14 school 

year where teachers have participated in professional devel-

opment training and received resources to take back  

to campuses. 

CSTEM 
Sponsored by 

 

N/A Chemic Engineers gave our students a special opportunity 

to be the only Galveston County school district to compete 

the in the CSTEM Challenge at the GRB in Houston.  

2013 Grant Recipients 
District-wide Grant-funded Projects 

Students using Tribal 

Custom  

Ribbon Printer 

From GDN: 



  

 

 

         

        

 

Project Title Submitted by Impact 

Through the Lens of a  

Microscope 

Mark Tapp 10 new microscopes were purchased and have been 

used in several high school science classrooms on a 

variety of cell and plant labs. 

Continuous Counseling through 

Mobile Technology 

Holly Bankston, Amber 

Britson & Tina Dominy  

Students have really enjoyed the opportunity to use 

iPads, which have provided both a stress-relief and a 

career exploration tool. 

Advanced Inquiry Labs for New 

AP Chemistry Curriculum 
Sponsored by 

 

 

Robin Loner Chemistry students have 16 new lab kits that have 

created more accurate results in more advanced  

experiments 

Ipad Mini for Chemistry Mark Tapp The ipad has been most effective in visually  

presenting complicated concepts like chemical 

bonding and periodic table. 

George Observatory Program 
Sponsored by 

 

Carol Cabe Students visited the George Observatory for a  

special astronomy lesson. 

Stand up for Music 
Adopted by  

Dorothy and Donald Childress 

Ben Guillotte Equipment stands were purchased to hold cymbals, 

wind chimes, and other percussion instruments. 

Grants to Santa Fe High School 

George Observatory Program Ipad Mini for Chemistry 
Advanced Inquiry Labs for  

AP Chemistry 



  

 

 

         

        

 

World Instruments in the  

Classroom 

Adopted by Lloyd Jewell, Lisa 

O’Brien & Santa Fe Council on 

Alcoholism & Drug Abuse 

Ben Guillotte  

 

Now SFHS has bongo drums which allows for a 

larger variety of music options. 

Shake, Rattle & Roll for  

Percussion 

Adopted by Anne Darring 

Ben Guillotte The Santa Fe band now has a  

quality tambourine to play. 

eBooks for the Library 

Adopted by Norma Galkowski, Lisa 

Kessler, and Lynn & Jack Skufca 

Danna Kubacak Students like learning with new technology, and 

now the SFHS library offers 34 eBooks for student 

and staff check out. 

World Geography Workshop 
Adopted by  

Ann Perkins 

Karlee Custer SFHS’s new geography educator attended a profes-

sional development workshop  that  prepared her for 

a very successful year. 

UIL Workshop 

Adopted by R&L Tools, Mark & 

Rene Reagan, Rusty Rothermel, 

Scott Funeral Home 

Melissa Woodward Academic coaches attended an important training 

that ultimately helped our students better prepare for 

academic competitions. 

Deaf Culture Experience 
Adopted by 

Sunrise Lift Trucks 

Susan Bledsoe Students studying sign language visited the Texas 

School for the Deaf. They were surprised they could 

interact and understand the signers, which provided 

a boost of confidence in their language skills. 

SFHS Library eBooks 
Deaf Culture Experience 

More Grants to Santa Fe 
High School 



  

 

 

         

        

 

Grants to Santa Fe Jr. High 
Project Title Submitted by Impact 

Ipads for Counselors Robin Holman The iPads have been used by students in counselor’s  

offices. 

Battle of the Books Elaine Pullen & Jennifer 

Bertolino, Susan Bunde, 

Tracy Cantrell, Ana Craw-

ford, Elizabeth Edge, Jen-

nifer Finegan, Kristal Gage, 

Ken Guest, Opal Mays, 

Donalda  

Mulrooney, Karen Pate,  

Amelia Salazar, Valerie  

Simmons, Yvette Skeen,  

Aurora Taylor 

517 Jr. high students participated by reading 20 books. 

The program culminated in a quiz bowl where teams of 

students competed  

 

Science Boot Camp Jennifer Finegan and Marlo 

Bear, Jennifer Bertolino, Co-

dy Blanchard, Karen 

Brinegar,  Christina Bock-

mon, Peggy Feistel, Linzi 

Ferman, Betty Norvell, Kirk 

Potter, Elaine Pullen  

A large group of science teachers will attend an intense 

workshop where they learned exciting ways to bring  

science to life in their classrooms.  

Science Books for  

Library 

Susan Bunde & Marlo Bear, 

Jenifer Bertolino, Cody 

Blanchard, Christina Bock-

mon, Karen Brinegar, Peggy 

Feistal, Linz Ferman, Jen-

nifer Finegan, Betty Norvell, 

Kirk Potter 

Hard cover and ebooks have been purchased that involve 

science topics related to the curriculum standards. 

eBooks 

Adopted by Robert Bear, 

Norma Galkowski, 

Gladys & Raymond 

Haak, Elaine Pullen, 

SF Council on Alcohol 

& Drug Abuse, Lynn 

& Jack Skufca, Sun-

rise Lift Trucks 

Susan Bunde Ebooks have been purchased on the topics of hunting, 

crafts and self-help. By mid semester, 369 ebooks had 

been checked out by students. 

Minecraft Edu  

Software 

Adopted by Anne Darring, 

Janelle Jorgenson, 

Britt Madden and  

Sunrise Lift Trucks 

Jennifer Bertolino 8th graders used the Minecraft game in science to create a 

periodic table, discover Newton’s Laws and create 

STAAR test reviews. 



  

 

 

         

        

 

Grants to Kubacak Elementary  

Project Title Submitted by Impact 

Wii Fitness Program Tanya Stevens Lauren Bigford, 

& Sheila  

Higgins 

About 1,000 students have used the 

fitness program several times over the 

2013-2014 school year. 

Tablets for Teaching  

Teachers 

Casey Adoor, Susan Hall, & 

Destini Martin 

Administrators have created videos of 

effective teaching strategies that they 

share as professional development 

Earth’s Wild Ride Patricia Trevino, Hilary Bagwell, 

Sara Bernshausen, Kathleen 

Brantley, Mallory Glaisyer, De-

siree Kraus, Arlissa Legros, 

Donna Marburger, Jenifer  

Nettles, Abby Williams 

352 third graders experienced the  

Houston Museum of Natural Science’s 

interactive, traveling theater that  

provides lessons on earth science. 

Ipad for Small Group Centers Michelle Grassmuck Students now use the ipad to reinforce 

reading, math and science skills during 

center time. 

Elementary Art Easels Cristy Feimster All 1,000 students attend art classes, 

and now they have new easels. 

Making Music Matter  Stephanie Payne New instruments, videos, and other 

curriculum supplies have been imple-

mented in the music classroom, visited 

by about 1,000 students. 

Rock N Learn Music Video 

and Aps 

Adopted by Pruitt Family 

Sarah Bernshausen These interactive video lessons provide 

students with a fun way to reinforce 

and practice important math skills like 

telling time and counting money. 

Girls Night Out Program 
Adopted by 

Joe Giusti, Wayne Kessler,  

Skufca Family Foundation, 

and other anonymous donors 

Theresa Fatheree and Patricia 

Trevino 

SFHS PALs mentor Kubacak students 

throughout the year, and this program 

allows time to reinforce social skills 

and self-esteem. 

Discovery Dome 

Wii Fitness Program 



  

 

 

         

        

 

Grants to RJ Wollam Elementary  

Project Title Submitted by Impact 

Ipad for Elementary Class-

rooms 

Toni Green & Ana Balle Students have been engaged in interactive 

learning, and they have new technology skills. 

Primary Music Dept. Allison Devera Students have a deeper understanding and profi-

ciency of music concepts and they have enjoyed 

this interactive, modern approach. 

iTeach with iPads Lacey Brandon & Amy 

Longoria 

Students have used the ipads to reinforce sci-

ence, social studies, math, and language skills. 

iTouch, iDo, iLearn Kelly Grenier Students have been engaged with this new tech-

nology, skills have improved, and they have 

gained independence in their learning. 

LEGO Education WeDo 

Construction 

Adopted by Donna Carlson, 

Rene & Mark Reagan, and 

Sunrise Lift Trucks 

Shannon Davidson Students have developed new problem solving 

skills using Lego construction sets specially de-

signed to teach Science, Technology, Engineer-

ing and Math (STEM) 

Listening Center 

Adopted by Paula & Blackie 

Heileman 

Jana Peterson Students practice and develop reading skills at a 

new listening center. 

Science Lab Supplies 

Adopted by Donna Carlson,  

Lauren Pilkington, Sophia 

Splawn and Santa Fe Alumni 

Association 

Jeanie Scales Every student at RJ Wollam Elementary rou-

tinely visits the lab where they are having fun 

and learning by doing hands-on science experi-

ments. 

Touch Screen Monitor for 

Special Needs Classroom 

Adopted by 

Santa Fe Animal Hospital 

Sandra Matejka The monitor has made it easier for students to 

access computer programs and develop coordi-

nation and technology skills. 

Primary Music  Reading/Listening Center iTouch, iDo, iLearn iTeach with iPads 



  

 

 

         

        

 

Debora Abney 

Rosa Ayala 

Pamela Baccinelli 

David Balderrama 

Holly Bankston 

Marlo Bear 

Crystal Beard 

Susan Bledsoe 

Rachel Blundell 

Nichole Bracknell 

Kathleen Brantley 

Claudia Brown 

Wren Bump 

Susan Bunde 

Darlene Burdick 

Amy Burkett 

Andrea Burkhart 

Paige Burnett 

Theresa Burnett 

Tracy Cantrell 

Colby Cole 

Melissa Copeland-Richard 

Charlene Courtney 

Kathy Danesi 

Lisa Daugherty 

Shannon Davidson 

Carlie Davis 

Margaret Dewey 

Ann Eckermann 

Belva Fichera 

Michael File 

Jennifer Finegan 

 

 

SFISD Employees Participating in 

the  

Friends of the Foundation Auto 

Donation Program: 

James Ford 

Rebecca Freeman 

Michael Gace 

Kristal Gage 

Karol Giggey 

Janet Gill 

Mallory Glaisyer  

Lacey Glover 

Tammie Graem 

Michelle Grassmuck 

Janice Green 

Toni Green 

Bonnie Haecker 

Susan Hall 

Patti Hanssard 

June Hardy 

Juanita Hebert 

Kathleen Hector 

Amanda Heos 

Melanie Hertenberger 

Sheila Higgins 

Robin Holman 

Sharon Hopkins 

Karrie Huskey 

Pamela Jackson 

Lynda Janice 

Lindsey Jarrell 

Denise Johnson 

Noelle Johnson 

Charla Judice 

Sylvia Kay 

Casey Kimball 

Desiree Kraus 

Lori Lala 

Darla Leach 

Erin Lippert 

Milton Loftin 

Kelly Logan 

Kristal Luxton 

Stephanie Lyssy 

Deborah Maly 

Charmaine Mantooth 

Donna Marburger 

Lori Marks 

Destini Martin 

Cynthia Masseo 

Sandra Matejka 

Jennifer Matute 

Kim McDougald 

Karen McLaughlin 

Amy Miller 

Nicole Morales 

Donalda Mulrooney 

Kathi Nesburg 

Andree Newport 

Jamie Nichole 

Christie Norman 

Betty Norvell 

Geraldine O’Day 

Tamara Ousley 

Lauren Pilkington 

Elaine Pullen 

Misty Radicioni 

Matthew Raines 

Karen Raines-Pate 

Kim Rich 

Marilyn Richardson 

Patricia Robinson 

Stephen Rose 

Julia Savell 

Pamela Schanzer 

Barbara Schulze 

Cynthia Sciba 

Mandy Scott 

Kasondra Shaver 

Robyn Shirey 

Charles Sikes 

Valerie Simmons 

Tanya Stevens 

Rebecca Sullivan 

Angela Sumrall 

Joel Sumrall 

Aurora Taylor 

Marilyn Terrasas 

Kathleen Terwilliger 

Laura Timmons 

Patricia Trevino 

Phibi Vassallo 

Karen Vaughn 

Cindy Vincent 

Amanda Wagner 

Stacey Wheeland 

Teresa White 

Melissa Woodward 

Jodi Wright-Gidley 

Rebecca Wright 

Kimberly Wylie 

 

 



  

 

 

         

        

 

Our 2013 Donors 
Skufca Family Foundation 

State Farm Insurance 

Chemic Engineers 

Paula & Blackie Heileman 

McRee Ford 

Marathon Petroleum Company 

HEB Tournament of Champions Charitable Trust 

Greg Gardner, State Farm Agent 

BNSF Railway Foundation 

Lynn & Jack Skufca 

Texas First Bank 

Rogers, Morris & Grover, LLP 

Perdue, Brandon, Fielder, Collins & Mott 

Thompson & Horton LLP 

BP Texas City Chemicals 

Amoco Federal Credit Union 

Center Point Energy 

College of the Mainland 

Dow Chemical Foundation 

Thomas Elkins 

BBVA Compass Bank 

Knights of Columbus Council #10393 

Boon—Chapman 

Ken Clark 

Kevin O’Brien 

Chemical Process & Production Inc. 

Ron Carter Autoland 

Gulf Coast Educators FCU 

Animal Hospital of Santa Fe 

Balfour Campus Supply 

O'Day Instruments LLC 

Sun Rise Lift Trucks 

Lisa & Wayne Kessler 

Saranne & Robert Bear 

 

Michelle Hatmaker 

Trey Industries 

Mountain Commercial Graphics 

Patricia Rossman 

Dorothy & Donald Childress 

Walmart 

Pamela & Alex Petty 

Amber & Britt Madden 

Joe Giusti 

Dr. Greg Bonnen 

Santa Fe Council on Alcoholism & 
Drug Abuse 

Marianne & Tony Ross 



  

 

 

         

        

 

2013 Donors Continued 

Southern California Valve 

America's Home Place 

Mandy and Kevin Scott 

BP America Inc. 

Beverly Sue & Wilfried Schmitz 

Kumon 

Anne Darring 

United Way 

Galveston County Fair & Rodeo 

Amegy Bank 

Sylvia & James Lloyd Jewell 

Bruce E. Latimer 

StarFine Furniture 

Leigh Wall 

Melissa Kay Winwood of  
Winwood Motors 

Norma Galkowski 

Larry Taylor 

Raymond Sawaya 

University of Phoenix 

Rene & Mark Reagan 

Marisa & Karl Werner 

Roxanne & Andy Knape 

Janelle & Marty Jorgenson 

Jack Ewing 

Janet & Norman Hoffman 

James and Susan Hall 

Ann & Steve Perkins 

Scott Funeral Home 

Amber & Dustin King 

Gladys & Raymond Haak 

Kimberly Ivy 

Lisa & James Burch 

Albert Ramirez 

Cindy & Rusty Rothermel 

Start & Busch CPA 

Jean L. Freeman 

Elaine & Bruce Pullen 

Annette & Harry Wallfisch 

Debbie & Larry Pierce 

Joe Dickson 

Santa Fe Volleyball Booster Club 

Russell O’Connor 

M.T. and W.T. Edwards 

James Harvey 

Donna Carlson 

Audrey & Mike Hebert  
of Mike’s Auto Repair 

M&L Trucking 

Margaret Ann Raitano 

Karen & James Anderson 

Nena Robinson 

Dianne & Roger McCrary 

Lupe & Don Carroll 

Sheryl & Phillip Alexander 

Jack Roady 

Santa Fe Seafood & Grill 

Susan & Terry Bunde 

Darbi Harris 

Sandra Zeringue 

Michelle Grassmuck 

James Fullen 

Jan Barrier 

Holly Bankston 

Sharon & Keith Hopkins 

Jeffrey & Kim McDougald 

Christie & JR "Rusty" Norman 

Becky & David Sullivan 

Matthew & Aditra Raines 

Barbara Schultz 

Patti Hanssard 

Heather & Clint Winwood 

2013 Fall Gala Honorees  

John Rothermel & Don Carroll 

Our community adopted and funded 19 classroom  

requests from our SFISD Educators! 



  

 

 

         

        

 

 * A stable non-profit should keep operational expenses below 25% of its annual income. Our Foundation has 

succeeded by maintaining a 24% ratio. 

** “The Texas District Education Foundation Project: Board2Board Presentation” by JJ Baskin on  

     January 19, 2012 in Austin, Texas.  

The Santa Fe Texas Education Foundation has raised more per student than most 

public school foundations in Texas. According to Education Capital, a firm  

specializing in education foundation research, the state-wide average raised  

per student was $17.50.** 

How does SFISD’s Foundation Compare? 

 

Income: $158, 227 

  $86,522  Monetary Donations 

  $13,250   Donations of Goods & Services 

    $4,660   Education Partner Program 

  $52,755   Fall Gala 

    $1,040   Brick Walkway Fundraiser 

Expenses:  

  $78,593  Grants to Santa Fe ISD Classrooms 

  $38,143  Operational & Fundraising Expenses  

Financial Summary 

Fiscal Year Amount raised per student Foundation Income District Enrollment 

2010 $10.59 $47,753.25 4,511 

2011 $21.75 $100,322.11 4,612 

2012 $25.48 $119,128 4,676 

2013 $158,227 4,640 $34.10 

Our Growth 



  

 

 

         

        

 

Board of Directors 
The Foundation is a nonprofit organization governed by a volunteer board of directors 

whose members are parents, educators, civic, and business leaders with a commitment 

to the education of Santa Fe students.      

Campus Representatives 

 

RJ Wollam Elementary: 

Becky Freeman 

 

Kubacak Elementary: 

Patricia Trevino 

 

Santa Fe Jr. High: 

Rachel Blundell 

 

Santa Fe High School: 

Misti Radicioni 

Directors 

Karen Anderson 

Robert Bear 

Lisa Burch 

Joe Giusti 

Dr. Ralleen Glasin-Barfoot 

 Wayne Kessler 

Roney McCrary 

Julie Nemeth 

Ann Perkins 

Fay Picard 

Wanda Wagner 

Marisa Werner 

Kay Winwood 

Jason Tabor 
President 

Jimmy Fullen 
VP of Administration 

Pam Schwertner 

VP of Development 

Andrea Cortinas 
Treasurer 

Sharon Free 

Director-at-Large 

Greg Gardner 

Director-at-Large 

Executive Committee 

Dr. Leigh Wall 
SFISD Supt. & Corp. Secretary 

Darnell Gwin 
SFISD Trustee Representative 

Jodi Gidley, Sharon Free, & Marisa Werner attend 

a regional education foundation board workshop. 

Pam Schwertner receiving donation 

from Thomas Elkins 



  

 

 

         

        

 

For more information about the Santa Fe Texas Education Foundation,  

including how you can support Santa Fe ISD classrooms: 

 

Website: under the community tab at www.sfisd.org 

 

Mailing Address:  

PO Box 747 

Santa Fe, Texas  77517 

 

Office Location: 

Elizabeth Yaws Cowan Education Center, 4133 Warpath, Santa Fe 

 

Phone: 

409.925.9080 

 

Email: 

sftxef@gmail.com or jodi.gidley@sfisd.org 

 

The Foundation can also be found on Facebook. 

Annual Report Prepared by: 

Jodi Gidley, Executive Director 

 



  

 

 

         

        

 

For links to more information about these programs, visit www.sfisd.org, 

 then click on Education Foundation under the Community tab. 

 

Considering a loan for a car or other purchase? If you take out a loan 

with AMOCO, they will donate 1% to our Education Foundation to 

help fund classroom grants - all you have to do is let them know you 

would like to support us! More information at www.candogood.org 

If you have a checking account and check card, or open a new ac-

count, with BBVA Compass, please tell them you want to support 

the Santa Fe  Texas Education Foundation. The bank will do-

nate .25% of your purchases on your behalf. You can learn more at 

www.bbvacompass.com/go/yourcause 

The Education Foundation participates in the Kroger 

Community Rewards Program. If you have a Kroger card, 

visit www.krogercommunityrewards.com to designate the 

Santa Fe Texas Education Foundation to receive dona-

tions. 

Do you have a teenage son or daughter that needs to take Driver’s 

Ed? Or do you need a Defensive Driving course to dismiss a tick-

et? Visit http://sftx.drivethefoundation.com. You can take both of 

these classes online and a part of the price is donated to the Educa-

tion Foundation. 

Travel4School.com is powered by hotels.com and expedia.com. 

Visit www.travel4school.com, choose Santa Fe ISD from the list, 

and book your travel. 5% of the lodging price is donated to the 

Foundation on your behalf.  

Shop at Amazon Smile at http://smile.amazon.com/ch/80-0517450 

and Amazon will donate .5% of eligible purchase to the Santa Fe  

Education Foundation on your behalf. 

     Take Care of Business …. & Help Grow our SFISD 

Classroom Grant Program at the Same Time! 

http://www.candogood.org
http://www.bbvacompass.com/go/yourcause
http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com
http://sftx.drivethefoundation.com
Travel4School.com
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/80-0517450

